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The results of our survey are broken down into five sections: Demographics,
Association, Alignment, Awareness, and Application of Skepticism to
Information Literacy Instruction (data not shown). The ‘Association’ section
asked participants to associate specific words with Skepticism and critical
thinking. The ‘Alignment’ section prompted respondents with a series of
statements corresponding (or in opposition) to Skeptical principles.
Respondents were asked to indicate how closely each statement aligned
with their personal beliefs, suggesting the extent to which librarians’ values
overlap with those of Skeptics. In the ‘Awareness’ section, participants
indicated their awareness of the modern Skeptic movement and their
willingness to identify as a Skeptic. Lastly, respondents were asked to share
how frequently and in what ways they applied skeptical principles when
teaching information literacy. This section included an open-response
question which yielded a variety of librarians’ self-reported methods for
teaching source evaluation. The final survey question asked respondents to
share any comments or concerns they had with the survey overall, and


































































Figure 6. Survey respondents were asked to associate the above words with either ”Skepticism” or “Critical Thinking”, and the numbers of
associations with either are shown above. The words in black text (“Analytical” through “Truth-Seeking”) were coded as having either
positive or technical associations, according to our predictions, whereas the words in red text (“Argumentative” through “Unconfident”)























































































The modern Skeptic community is thought to date back to Martin Gardner’s book, “In the Name of Science”, published in 1952.
Other early founders of the movement include James “The Amazing” Randi, a magician who appeared often on The Tonight
Show and elsewhere in the media; Paul Kurtz, philosopher and founder of the Committee for the Scientific Investigation of
Claims of the Paranormal (CSICOP), which eventually became the Committee for Skeptical Inquiry (CSI); and Michael Shermer,
the founder of the Skeptics Society and Skeptic Magazine. Intellectuals and public figures from a variety of fields have become
important (and controversial) voices for the Skeptic community as well, including the late astronomer and science popularizer
Carl Sagan; neurologist Steven Novella; physician and “SkepDoc” Harriet Hall; philosopher Massimo Pigliucci; Center for Applied

















Figure 1. Digital artifacts of the Skeptic community. From top left: Committee for Skeptical Inquiry (a component of the Center for
Inquiry); Skeptics in the Pub movement; Skeptic Magazine (publication of the Skeptics Society); from middle left: Skeptical Inquirer
magazine (publication of the Center for Inquiry); Skepticon 9 logo (the “largest free skeptic conference in the nation”—see:
https://skepticon.org/what/); Skepticality (official podcast of the Skeptics Society); from lower left: The Cleveland Skeptics logo; New










Figure 5. Numbers of respondents (n=477) answering the three questions shown above regarding their awareness of Skeptics, Skepticism,
and the Skeptic community. The third question (right) also probes survey-takers’ self-awareness regarding whether they might call
themselves Skeptics, given the definition presented in the survey.
n=498
Figure 7. Proportion of survey-takers (n=464) responding with “Very much” (green, left-most bar on each graph, symbolized by “ü”),
“Somewhat” (gray, middle bar in each graph, symbolized by “?”), and “Not at all” (red, right-most bar on each graph, symbolized by “û”)
regarding their agreement with the statement shown to the left of each graph. While statements were presented to survey-takers in a
random order, pairs of statements—each containing statements deemed “Non-Skeptic Aligned” and “Skeptic-Aligned” by the researchers—








I have heard that the Skepticism Movement has been accused of being very non-
diverse, made up of mostly older white men, with allegations of sexual harassment
toward women in the movement; many "skeptics" also have a reputation for being self-
righteous, angry, and rude. This is based on my limited Wikipedia-level knowledge of
Skepticism. Perhaps some people might be more inclined to consider themselves
"skeptics" if these issues within the movement were addressed.
